BLOEIELD  AW  ELEOG  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


A jT  _ II  U A E REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  0 T’lCERS  OP  LE'ALTU  BOR  THE  YEAR 

19  45  . 


Council  Offices, 


ACLE. 


January,  1947= 


To  the  Chairman, 
Oounc il o 


and  Members  of  the  Bitfield  -nd  Eleg.. 


Ruml  District 


Ladies  a.nd  Gentlemen, 


Ye  have  the  honour  to  present  our  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  nineteen  hundred  and  forty-five . 

The  geographical  position  of  the  Di  irict  in  normal 
times  places  it  as  a corridor  between  t^o  large  towns  through  which 
a great  movement  of  population  tares  place , more  especially  during 
the  summer  months  when  people  are  attracted  to  the  Coastal  Area, 
the  Rivers  and  Broads. 

During  the  present  emergency  certain  restrictions  have 
reduced  t^is  movement  to  a minimum,  although  use  has  been  made  Of 
the  District  as  a '’Cushion'1  A'  ea  for  the  reception  of  a.  large 
number  of  persons  needing  accommod ation» 

The  District  remains  chiefly  agricultural  in  character. 


STATI  El  I Co  AM)  SOCIAL  CuStLITIOIE  l j?  THE  ArEA 


Air  ( Ac  r e s ) . . ...  . . . 

Population  (Census  1931 ) ... 

Ponulation  (Estimated  1945) 
Number  of  IrJ-'*Mted  Premises  . 
R.-'t e •■'hi e Y‘"lue  ...  ...  . . * 


74,774 
24,566 
27 , 38C 
11,000 
. £117,414 


Produce  of  Id.  R-te 


O 0 


0 c 


f /-'  7 7 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATIST!  3. 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS , 


Live  births?** 

To  to.l . 

Mole  . 

Fern-1  e . 

Legitimate 

45  3 

262 

191 

11 le  it  irate 

57 

30 

27 

Tot  ni:-- 

510 

292 

218 

Birth  rate  per 

1000 

"y 

O 

;-j. 

'~4 

Q. 

oo  mil  rJons 

Stillbirths ? - 

13 

6 

7 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  m 6.  still)  birth;-:  s 24.36 

Do,  the?-  31 4 134  160 

Det-th  'f"t°  pn  r 1000  of  thr  c _•  t ir?**  t <*<?  nonulo ticn?  11.47 


JJ0*’ tbs  fror  ''vur’  '!"r:c  r el  c'-u.srs  s- 

Puerperal  sepsis  Nil. 

Other  puerperal.!  cnUnfig  Nil. 


Dc-  Lhe  of  I nib.  nt  s under  1 year  of  , e 


Lc.  :i tin:'  to 

16 

11 

5 

Illegi  t ir-''  to 

_7 

4 

3 

To  tn.l  ~ 

23 

15 

8 

D?" thp  fror  Conomr  ( r 11  ares)  66 

D^a  the  fro™  Mr",  lc  s ('*■11  v~cs)  Nil. 

Deaths  f to*'1  Di^rrhor-*'  (under  2 years  of  ?'*e)  Nil. 
Deaths  from  Who  -pinr  Cough  (o.ll  a . :c c ) 2 


The  Bi  ••the  in  1943  '"err  2.92  Mn le -’mi  213  Females  9 a total 
of  510,  against  278  M-" las  " nd  299  Frrrl.m , a total  of  577  for 
the  y 19o4,  rowing  doorcase  of  67  birth1-'  • 

The  Bi  th-R'-te  in  1945  v’"  ■ e 19.62  •-  • • ■*  no  t 20 . 99  in  the 

yeo  19 ^4  • The  Bi rth-R^t r for  England,  and  W« 1 r->e  for  1995  is 

1 C . 1 9 

Th  e Dev  the  during:  the  y.-ar  vrerc  less  in  number  and  the 
Dee.th-B  to  f 11,47  conp’iro!-:  fnvou*  ably  >'ith  12.46  'or  the 
yea  j:1  19  44, 

The  Infant  Muitality  Rate  still  rer  ins  comparot ively  lor, 
it  stands  at  23  deaths  of  children  under  1 yen r of  - ;'c,  an 
increase  of  3 on  last  year’s  figure. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  19  45s- 
(Pi'UJT  f * i v e r?  by  I?"  ' i ; t.  ••••  X - Gc ■ ■ n r r - 1 ) 


Causes  of  c e • th , 

M'-le  = 

Female . 

Total. 

| Who  ■.mine  Cou-.h 
! Tube r c u 1 c . i s o f th e 

- 

2 

2 

Be  snir  a.tory  system 

6 

9 

Other  Tnorms  of  Tuber culls  is 

- 

2 

2 

Sy nh i 1 i t j. c Di  sea s e s 

1 

- 

1 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

C ■ nc e r 

36 

30 

66 

D i •-  h e t e s 

Intracranial  Vascular 

ry 

cL- 

2 

4 

Le  s ions 

14 

16 

30 

He.r/t  Disease 

Other  Difc e t •.«€:«  of  Circula  tory 

37 

38 

75 

oy  e,  t em 

3 

6 

9 

Bronchitis 

5 

9 

14 

Pneumonia 

7 

4 

11 

Other  B(- spirat ory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  ox 

6 

2 

8 

Dnod enum 

2 

- 

C' 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

3 

4 

Nephr i tis 

R 

o 

1 

6 

j Pr ematur e Bir th 

Con.  M«l.  , birth  in j . , 

3 

— 

3 

infant  dis. 

9 

3 

12 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

Bead  Traffic  Accidents 

4 

1 

R 

o- 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

3 

4 

All  other  causes 

14 

31 

45 

Totals 

15  4 

160 

314- 

INFECTIOUS  .DjgEAShSo 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 


Diphtheria.  2 

Sc,  rlet  Fever  54 

lij^.ip,  1-e  22 

Pneumonia  21 

C erehr o-Sp inal  Fever  1 
Paratyphoid  Fever  B.  3 
Dysentery  21 

Measles  * 295 

Wh  o o p i n g:  G o u gh  4 3 

Food  Poisoning  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  5 

Ophthalmia.  Neonatorum  1 
J (.undice  61 

Sc  shies  109 


DIPTITHEP I A DPPJ:  ISA.TI01T, 


The  Council  ' e rchene  fox  treating  of  children  up  to  the 
age  of  15  years  has  made  further  progress  during  the  year  under 
reviev?  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that 
appr oxim-  tely  two  thirds  of  all  children  under  the  age  cf  15 
had  been  immunised » 

Efforts  are  being  continued  to  obtain  a higher  percentage 
of  children  imnun i s e d . 


TUBEBCI.TLQ3  T 


The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  notified  during  1945= 


hot  if ieati ons . 


CD 

b'. 

< 

Per  iods. 

Pulmona 

II  ’ . 

hon-pulmone 2 

Male.  . P- 

> g§  lr  „ 

■ T o t.  a 1 

J M • 1 c-  . 

r1  • 

le.  Tot  1 

line 

e'  1 year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| 1 - 

5 years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 5 - 

15  years 

- 

- 

- 

7 

4 

11 

15 

- 25  years 

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

O 

25 

- 35  years 

1 

1 

o 

1 

1 

o 

; 35 

- 45  years 

O 

4 

6 

- 

1 

“f 

i 45 

- 55  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! 55 

- 65  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65 

a nd  over 

- 

o 

o 

- 

- 

- 

Tot 

e,l  s 

7 

10 

17 

9 

7 

16 

There  were  11  deaths  due  t:  tuM^culos  is . This  total  is 
made  up  of  3 M*-le  pulmonary , 6 Pomelo  pulmonary  and  2 JV-mcle 
non -pulmonary . 


V 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28935172 
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sanitaby  circumstances  of  THE  ARE4. 


\ / A T E R SUPPLIES, 

In  the  E-'. '-tern  pert  of  the  Area,  five  parishes  have  a mains 
water  supply  available  and  many  owners  have  availed  themselves 
cf  this  service. 

The  pa.rish  of  Thorne  in  the  We-t.  rn  na:  t of  the  Area,  has  a 
mains  water  supply  along  with  part  of  the  parish  of  Plumstead. 

Also  part  of  the  pa.rish  of  Brunda.il  has  a mains  supply. 

The  large  numbei  of  shallow  T”ells  throughout  the  District 
are  always  a cause  of  concern,  owing  to  the  danger  of  pollution, 
especially  as  there  is  no  drainage  system  in  operation  in  the 
majority  of  the  parishes. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  of  shortage  during  the  year . 

The  Council  have  considered  the  necessity  of  providing  a 
piped  water  supply  to  all  the  parishes  in  the  A- ea  and 
consulting  engineers  were  engs.ged  to  prepare  details  of  the 
ne c e s sa.ry  s c heme  s » 

Writing  in  1946,  the  schemes  have  been  prepared  a.nd 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Hwlth  for  their  consideration. 


DB a INAGE  aID  SEWERAGE. 

The  Council  have  considered  the  needs  of  the  District 
ocnoerning  the  collection  and  disposal  of  sewage  and  I can 
report  that  consulting  engineers  have  been  instructed  to  prepare 
schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  a number  of  par i sties 
including  those  parishes  in  the  Broad'*  Area- 

The  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  ha.s  been  extensively  used 
during  the  year  under  review  dealing  with  many  cesspools  in 
th  e area. 


SCAVENGING . 


Tv-'-  ex  to  ns  ions  of  public  cleansing  schemes  to  cover  the 
greater  part  of  the  District  i-  one  that  should  receive  the 
consideration  of  the  Council,  the  present  methods  of  disposatl 
of  refuse  and  night-soil  in  a number  of  parishes  are  in  many 
oa.ses  a possible  source  of  danger  to  Public  H -•It'1' , particularly 
where  deposits  take  pla.ee  nea.r  shallow  drinking  water  wells. 
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GENERAL  Cl  PC  IIMS  TARGES  0?  THE  DISTRICT. 

Th c . n.  r:I  standard  of  the  health  of  the  Diet,  lot  h — been 
maintained  in  spite  of  the  movement  of  population  throughout 
the  year  ; the  Council  1 off icrcr  have  contributed  in  no  small 
manner  to  this  by  their  prompt  action  and  vigilance. 

The  overcrowding  of  many  dwellings  has  given  cause  for 
concern 5 every  effort  has  been  made  to  provide  alternative 
accommodation  for  those-  families  living  in  such  conditions . 

The  reception  of  a large  number  of  evacuees  created  a.  great  de°l 
of  work  but  accommodation  wag  provided  in  spite  of  the  acute 
housing  shortage . 

The  continued  prevalence  of  Scabies  has  received  the  .attent- 
ion of  the  Council’,  officers  throughout  the  year.  These 
conditions  are  difficult  to  control  without  proper  notification, 
treatment  is  supplied  to  each  case  and  disinfection  of  bedding 
•and  clothing  carried  out  in  necessitous  cas •-£  • 

dp'smodic  outbreaks  of  Scarlet  F-ver  of  a.  mild  type  occurred 
in  various  parts  of  the  Di-  trict , which  extended  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  the  year . beany  of  the  cn.sr  s were  placed,  in  the 
County  Ieol°t ion  Hospital  and  disinfection  o f premises  carried 
out » 


HOUSING, 

Although  efforts  have  been  made  to  have  defects  remedied 
to  t number  of  working  class  dwellings , the  general  condition  of 
such  dwellings  continues  to  deteriorate.  Shortage  of  labour 
and  materials  have  created  many  difficulties . 

The  greet  problem  of  bringing  a large  proportion  of 
dwellings  up  to  a satisfactory  standard  is  one  that  calls  for 
serious  consideration.  Many  cottages  need  major  repairs,  many 
more  are  of  such  a.  lew  standard  as  to  be  incapable  of  bring 
rendered  fit  for  habitation  at  a reasonable  expense. 

A number  of  areas  were  scheduled  for  Clearance  previous  to 
the  outbreak  of  war , these  end  other  areas  should  be  dealt  with 
as  early  as  possible,  although  th e e must  be  some  delay,  pending 
the  provision  of  new  housing  accommodation. 

The  need  for  many  more  working  class  dwellings  is  one  that 
must  be  met  to  provide  the  necessary  -cccmmodot ion  for  families 
inadequately  hous'd  and  also  for  many  service  men’s  families 
who  are  at  present  living  with  parents . 

A r-urvey  and  inspection  to  cover  the  whole  District  will 
place  p great  deal  o'p  work  on  the  3-  nitary  Inspector,  but  it  is 
one  that  must  be  undertaken  if  «n  accurate  statement  is  to  be 
mad  e of  h ous  in g conditions  . 

HEAT  AND  uTHSR  E0mD3 , 

Supervision  of  food  depots  and  shops  hove  continued 
throughout  the  yc'r.  Eoamiir  tion  of  moot  and  other  foods  has 
entailed  many  visits  to  premises,  a quantity  of  meat,  tins  of 
foodstuffs,  in  addition  to  a variety  of  other  foodstuffs  were 
examined,  resulting  in  the  condemnation  of  those  affected  with 
disease,  or  o th e rw i s e u nwh o 1 e s om e . 
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The  duties  connected  with  the  protection  of  the  public 
food  supply  are  of  the  greatest  import  mcc , end  it  is 
satisfactory  to  both  the  Council  and  their  officers  that  the 
protection  of  the  hep, 1th  of  the  population  of  the  District 
hap.  been  maintained  loy  the  effort's  of  those  officers  engaged 
in  this  valuable  public  service. 


G-EliEPAL  . 


Dot i. r*  the  yea r ev.- ry  ags is tance  has  heen  given  to  the 
Military  Authorities  in  connection  vrith  drainage,  scavenging 
and  v-ator  supplies  , in  fact  a spirit  of  co-operation  between 
the  Civil  nnd  Military  Authorities  has  been  in  evidence 
t hr  ou gh ou t the  wh ole?  D i - 1 1 i c t . 

The  r cc  uisit  ioning;  of  properties  by  the  Military  Authorities 
has  called  for  re-housing  certain  fern  i lies  , ac  comm.odat  ion, 
although  very  limited  9 has  been  found  for  displaced  families. 


7a  -re,  M‘«-  * Ch-.irm  n9  L c ies  and  C-entl  ,'nen  ? 


Your  obedient  Servants , 

Y.  ROYDElh 
1.  Do  MCYELVIE. 


Medical  0 "floors  of  H -lt’  . 
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